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Tke Text is inthe 5, Chapter of the 
Actes of the Apoſtles, the 


29, verſe, &c., 


20 Go your way,and ſtand inthe Tem- 

ple,and ſpeake unto the people al the 
woras of this life, 
' 21 So when they heard it, they entered 
into the Temple earlie inthe CMor- 
ning, and taught. e And the chiefe 
prieſt came,e+ they which were with 
him,and called the P_ together, 
& al the elders of the children of 1/- 
rael, and ſent tothepriſon, to cauſe 
them to be brought, 


N this ſpeech, wee mult ob- 
(eruethe charge that was gt- 


en to'the Apoſtles by the 
A.2, Angel: 


1 Tim,2,4 
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Angell, and then how the Apoſtles | 


executed the ſane. It wee confidet 
theſe thinges more particularlic: Gee 
your waic,1s the incouragement that 
the Angell giueth to theſe apoſtles, 
Standimnthe temple, admonitherhto 
hauc recourſe to the ordinarie place 
oftcachingand hearing Gods word, 
Sheake to the people, is Gods generall 
cailing of alpeople to the knowledge 
of his truth. Al the wordes of ths life, 
doth{ignihethe ſubic&t of our p. ea- 
ching, viz. the Goſpell of Ieſu Chriſt 
which bringeth eternall !ife. Bur whe 
the angell calleth them the words of 
this lite, hee hath relation to a life, 
which the apoſtles had preached be- 
fore their impriſonment, asin Actes 
the 4, and 12, verſe. 
Text. 
Coe your Wates, 


God ſaith of the wicked (vie mes, * 


07 ſunt vie veſtre)My vaies are not 
your waics. But here the Angel ſaith, 
Got 


as m=S mc aca oc .m. 


of God's e Lneel. - 


 » Goyour wates.C, which was a nota* 


bleargument co theſe men that their 
authoritie was good. This muſtnceds 
concerne vs of the Miniſtery verye 
neerelie, that wee loo!re to our waies 

like Dauid, whether they bee ſuch as Pla). 35-1 
may incourage vs toproceed therein 
withaſate conſcience, For itis que- 
ſtionleſle, that becauſe the ſpirites of 

the Prophets are ſubiect to rhe Pro- _ 
phets : therefore ſaint 7ohz vvillerh * 0991437 
vstotrie the ſpirites, teaching vs like 

wile to knowe, vvhat ſpirits we mult 
acknovvledge tor fit leaders of Gods 
people. In Sy-zon the Sorcerer was the 

lpirite of inchauntment, wherewith RAY 
heſeduced the Samaritanes. 

In fon the highe prieſt, vvas, \4.ca 4.7 
the ſpirite of Briberie , whileit hee 
corrupted (for that ofhi-e of the prieſt 
hoode) _Antiochus, vuho vvas cor- 
rupted againe by Menelars. Our (a- 
uviour ariit himſelte relleth vs, tohn 10, 1 


Thatcuery one that commeth not in 
| A.3, by 
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by him the doore, entereth in by a 
wrong way. Andzealous Nehemia 
curſeth ſuch, as prophane polluters 
of Gods holic houſe, and dehilers of 
his ſacred Prieſthood, Andyet ſome 
haue takenthis calling vppon them, 
before they coulde diſcharge it any 
better then N icodemus could reaſon 
of regeneration: and other hauc gon 
the wrong waye to diſcharge theyr 
Jonas.r,z: Charge:as Jonas fled to T arſhiſh,when 
he ſhould haue goneto Nine. And 

1 Pct-2,25 the Grandbiſhop of our ſoules, hath 
ordained this for a perpetuall and an 
infalliblenote of a true miniſter of 
Ieſus Chriſt : By me if any man enter, 
he ſhall goe tnand out, and ſhall finapa- 
ſture,and ſhal bee ſafe : meaning, that 
they whoſe paſtures are bare, like the 
mountaine of Gi/boa, haue climed 0- 

" uerthehurdles, or comeinby ſome 
by-waie,and not by the right doore. 
And asno learning hathlet them 1n, 
ſo alawfull autoritic might ſhut rhem 
out, 


Neh.13,29 


lohn 3,9 


lohn 10,9 


ZSam.T, 2 


of Gods EA neell. 


out,that they might returne to theyr 

olde occupations againe , whereof 

they haue more skil,and wherin they _ 

have moſt delight (as Demas in this * 1/91, 70 
Worlde) whoe haue taken ſo large a 
leape,asitis from theſhop boord, to 
the ſheepetold. They only muſt build 
in Gods houſe, whom he hath com- 
manded fo to doe, and tnabled there- 
unto,as when he ſaid to the apoltles - 
All porer ts 7tuen vnto me inheaucn 
andinearth : Goe therefore and teache 
all Nations, ec, for God euer indu- 
cththem with a greater meaſure of 
his grace,thenthe common ſorte of 
his people: (As Iacob ſaid of his elder 
lonne Ioſeph, when hee bleſſed him: 
moreouer , 1 gine 10 thee one portion Gengo, 2: 
aboue thy brethren, which Iezate from 

the A morites with my ſirord &+ bow) 

That the miniſter may be aleg tothe 

ame, ancie tothe blinde, a itaffe to 
theaged,a teacher of the 1gnoraunt, 

and a guide to the wandering : elle, 

A 4. how 


4 
Math.28,18 
19 


lohn 3,10 


Epheſ,s,8 
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how ſhall he lifre my feere out of the 
mirethatis as deepely plunged in ir 
as | am?*Whathope hauelI to eſcape 
the pit, when my guide isas blindeas 
a beetle 2 How ſhall he vpholde and 
ſtrengthen my weakneſle, whois an 
vnſtaid man himſelfe?how ſhal other 
be taught by him whom God himſelf : 
vnder the perſon of IN zcodemusrepro 
ued for his ignoricelong f{ince? Thus 
did the peopie wander in that maze 
of poperic,as in a midnight of igno- 
rance in the daies paſt.Burt (bleſſed be 
God) we maynow ſce hovve truclic 
Paule ſaid ſometimes to the ſaintes at 
Epheſus, ye were darknes, but nowe are 
youlight in the Lord, meaning y when 
they were gentiles they walxed 1gno- 
rantlic as they-that were in darkenes, 
burtitpleaſed God to = them his 
{onne, who is thetruelight to _—_ 
cen euery onethat commethinro the 
world. 


lohn the Baptiſt becing -_ 
0 


of Gods Anzell, &. 


of the prieſts & Leuites,vhat hewas,.,,, _ 
faidenot amacrier, but hee anſvve- ON 'f3 
red; 1 am the voice of a crier , Manye 
haue takenthetitle of the Lords cri- 
ers vpon them, whoſe voices haue {1l- 
dom been imployed in preparing the 
pathes of the Lorde, VVhoe (it they 
omitred their duery of ignorance) 
might learne of E/ayto inquire of the 
Lorde : What jball 7 crie ? And they 
vvhich knovve it might imitate the 
lame Prophetes example, who ſaide _—- 

that For Szons ſake hee woulde not 

ſilent, that Iacob may knovve Gots 
iudgementes, and [ſrael his Lavves. w_ 
For hovve ſhall the people heare © ue 
without a preacher , and hovv thall 

they ns except they bee ſcant ? 

Lorde , howe many were there pol- 

ſefled vvith dumbe Diuelles, vvhi- 

kt ignoraunce was the reputed mo- 

ther of Deuotion ! but mn this our 

ſoule ſauing knovvledge of Icfus 
CHRISTES Goſpell, it hath 
pleaſed 


Elay 40.6 
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pleaſed him to open the mouthes of 

ſuch as ſoundlie teach vs, y to knowe 

rhe true God and Iclus Chriſt, whom 

he hath ſent to ſaue vs.is cternal lite, 
Wherfore we are as greatlie bound 

to praiſe God, tor opening y mouths 

Make 7.31 of ſich men, as thoſe Galileans who 
ſaide: He hath done all things well, he 
hath made the deafe to heare, and the 
aumbe to ſpeake, Bleſſed be God, the 

'+ daies which Ahia\ Prophet complai 
ned of, are worne jr date: whoe 


z Chr. 


ſaid, VVe have ſuch prigits as the Na 
tions that be Idolatrous round about 
vs,as though we ſhould ſacrifice with 
a bullock and ſeauen Rams, tothem 
which are no Gods. Then coulde 
men bee contented to ſee and ſirfter 
Gods ſanctuary to bee a ſtable for 
the ignorant aſle. Surely it arguerh 
that men could bee contented to pro 
tes wel, whatſocucrthey performed: 
and to haue all thinges well, ſothatit 


were not cftected by their m _ 
1a 


had they regarded Gods true religi- 
on,then ſhould nota compaliy of vn- 
worthy men, haue caried avvaie the 
* churches reuenues for anolde ſong, 
as Baals prieſtes conſumed the kings 
coſt, for ſaying O Ball heare vs: blind 
Prophets ſhuld not lead the blinded 
people (hand in hand) vnto hell, nor 
the Diucll lead captiue both the ſedu 
cers, and the ſcduced, as the Phih- 
ſtines ruled Samſon, hauing cut off 
his haire, and bored out his cies. 
Text. 
nad /tanain the Temple, 

This 1s added, to prooue that God 
bath appointed a ſeried and certaine 
place, whercin he will hauc his name 
called vpon of his people : and it hath 
beene ſo euer fithence that Temple 
at Ieruſalem was hr(t builded by king 
Salomen. As the Plalmiſt ment when 
he ſaid : Thither the tribes go wp, euen 
the tribes of the Lord,&c. Andaitice- 
meth, that in diuers ages, there were 
ordinary 
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tReg.18, 
26 


Iudg.16 21 


eu,I2,5,6 
1 Reg. 6 


Pſal. 122, 4 


, 
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ordinary places of afſemblie, as well 

to the ſacriledge committed with I- 
dols,as for the ſcruice of the true god, 
Foras the vvomnan of Samara laith,y 
her predeceſſors worthipped vppon 
che mount of Samariz, and Chriſte 

** ſaid, thatIeruſa!em was the ordinary 
place where [frac] ſhoulde worthip: 
So Naaman the Syrian, worſhipped 
inthe houſe of Kymmo7, and er obo- 
rRegiz 4m{omerimes at Bethel, aid other- 
whiles at Daz. Bur it is ſaide heere 

vntothe Apoſtles, and in the Tem- 

ple : for that the Chriſtian Religion 

being an open faced Religion, doeth 

likewiſe require a publike proteſſon. 
According as our Sauior Chriſt ſaid 
Math.1o.27 tothe JNiſciples, 20d dicowobis inte- 
nebri,predicate inluce,\NhatTIrteach 

to you p_ , that preache you 
publikelie. For 1t is not enough, ſay- 

eth ſaint Paule, that your heart doeth 

Row.1o, 10 belecue vnto fſaluation , but your 
mouth muſt alſo make confeſhon to 

wſtif- 


lohn 4, 


2 Reg. 5.18 
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juſtification. Ve celicofallaci vene- 
rentur numina cultn , lealt all (ike 
Saule) (houlde worſhippe God for a 
faſhion, and not of Deuortion. 

Saint Grezorie in his Morals vpon 
Chriſtes going into the Temple, ſo 
ſoon as he came into the City faith,y | 
this true reformer of his church, had 
rvvo ſpeciall reſpectes therem. The 
ficſt, ro ſhewe fon the negligence of | 
the people doeth much ariſe of the 
carel-\nefle ofthe Paſtor, who com- 
meth no: there fo often as he ought. | 
And therefore was it a part of Paules 
careto {aic tothe Coloſſians, © d- 
moniſhe e A rchippus to looke to his Coletas 
tharge. I 

Next, to aduertiſe all higher po- [ 
wers, to procurethe good oft GOD) 
houſe by all the lawtull meanes they 
may : and in this ſence E/ay ſaid,that 
Kinges ſhoulde bee nurcing fathers, xc, +2 
and Queenes nurcing mothers unto 
{1 


Smpre M ith, 
cap,31,iz 


Text 
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Text. 
And ſpeake untothe people, 

Asthe Avoſlles mightic deliucrance 

out of the common priſon, was a de- 

t Ed.4,41 monſtrationofForobabels conclulion, 

viz. that trueth 15 {trongelt: Sothis 

freſhe charge and newe commiſſon 

given tothem,muſtreach vs,that we 

priſenot the worde of God by that 

eltimation that men of {1nne do value 

it. For as ſwine cannot prize pearles, 

ſo the crums of this foode,are ſought 

for by ſuch,as know what it 1s worth, 

When the Apoſtles aunſwered the 

Acts.4,z9 Counſelat Ierufalem with,11/herher it 

is better toobe y God or man gud: ge you, 

their ſpeech hath relation tothe com 

mandement of God (wee ſec) as to a 

rule and compaſſe, whereby his ſhip 

the Churchis fate conducted in the 

ſea of this world, Forrightlo as God 

Exod: 5, 40 {aid to Moſes: See that thou makelt 

the Arle, according to the patterne 


that Iſhewedrhee on the _ 
n 


Math. 7,6 
Matt, 15,25 
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Inlike maner, ought allthe enterpri- 
ſes ofa Chriſtian lite, to bee leuelled 
bythe worde of Gods preſcription. 
Chriſt ſaith, that whenthe ſhepherd 
is{tricken,the flocke flyeth & is ſcat- 
tered. And ſo AMicaiadid prophecic IReg.22,17 
2gainſt Ahabthe wicked king of Ifra- 
Ki But Chriſt neuer ſaide : thatthe 

ood ſhepheard doecth fly from the 
Dcke, though himſelte be ſtricken- 
but that he ventureth his own lite, to 
fauc theirs, as appeareth by theſe a- 19hn.ro, t1 
poſtles, whoe ceaſe not to doe that 
which God commandeth, though ir 
bee with daunger of like. As thetwo 
good midwiucs of Egypt wouldenor 
kill the infantes, becauſe GOD hatch 
faid, Thou ſhalt do no murder. Itwas 
laid to the ſinfull man in the Goſpell, 
' Goe thy waie and [inne no more, leaſt a\ohns 14 
worſe thing befal thee. Burt whenthe 

Apoſtles are inlarged by the Angel of 

the Lorde, they are bidden to doca- 
gaine as they did before, Then this is 
the 


Pſal 46.1 
Plal.50,1s 


Acts,418 


Leuic-6, 1; 


Nehe.6,r1 
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the cauſe vvhye GO D is ſo preſent 
a helpeinour troubles, in deliuering 
vs when wee call vppon him, euen 
that wee might magnihie him the 
more. We charge you that you ſpeake 
ne more in this name, (aieth the coun- 
ſell of Ieruſalem to thele Apoltles: 
ButI commaund you, that ye ſpeake 
the moreinthis name, ſayth the an- 
gell of the Lorde (novve yee arc at 
libertie.) Therefore is the zcale of 
GODS Saintes figured in thefacrifi. 


cing fire, vvhich might not goc out | 


but muſt burne bor! daie and night 
(by the Leuiticall Lavve) and as our 
ſeruice of GO D muſt beeperperu 
all, ſo multe it bee without fteare or 
doubting. 

Shoulde ſuch amanne as Iam 
fly? (faid N ehemiah.)It the husband- 
man ſhoulde waite vntill there vvere 


Ecclel.11:4 novvinde, hee ſhoulde neuer ſovve, 


Or" if hee woulde not reape , tl 


there be no clouds that threaten ay 
ic 


c—_ MS ASE 
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keſhouldeneuer haue harueſt while 
heliueth. In that theſe Apoſtles are 
commanded to ſpeake vnto the peo- 
ple; occaſion is offered to ſaie ſome- 
thing of thoſe {imples whereof gods 
catholike church is compound: viz, 
ofthe people. New Ierufalem hadde 
twelue _—_ onely to fignifie the 
xii, Tribes of 1ſracil, but further to Apoc 21.12 
teach that G O D woulde chooſe his 
church from all parts of rhe worlde, 
And this is that which our ſauior ſaid 
long {ithence: 7 hawe other ſheep which 
ere not of this folde, them alſo muſte I tobn 10, 16 
bring,and they ſhal hcare my voice, and 
there ſhal be one ſheepfold and one jheep 
heard. Whereby he meant, that hee 
would be one day as common tothe 
Gentiles (thorough the preaching of 
bis goſpell) as then he was proper to 
thefirſt clefted Iewes. For S. lohns 
viſion mult bee effected (or elſe the 
(criptures arenotfulfilled he ſaieth : 
he ſaw an angell fying thorough the Apoc; 14, 6 
midde 


Rom.9,4 
lere.5,31 


Acts.2,39 


Ole.z,23 


1 Pct.2,25 
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middeſt of heauen, havingan euerla- 
ſting goſpell ro preach to them that 
dwell on the earth, and to euery Na- 
tion, and kindred, and rongue,& peo 
ple. So that howſocuer that bee true, 
that the Ifraclites were the peculiar 
people of God, to whom only pertai 
ned the promiſe, the adoption,& the 
coucnant of God (as faint Paule fay- 
eth) yernow God vouchſafing a new 
coucnant , hath comprehended all 
Nations therein, as ſaint Petey faith, 
Vito you « the promiſe made and vnto 


youy ſeed,e vnto all that o__ afarre 


off ,cuen ſo manie as God will call, And 
as Oſe the Prophet ſaid: god calleth 
thc his people who were not his peo» 
= heretofore, and they (novv)do cal 

im their God, whoſe God hee was 
notin times paſt : Foz we were 4s ſheep 
going aſtraie , but nowe returned to 


the ſheepeheard and biſhop of our ſoules, 


Acts Io, 15 ©. yo that Saint Peters viſion being 


accompliſhed, that which God hath 
clean- 
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cleanſed , manne may not count it 
vncleane : for (novy) GOD hath 
ſhewed me that I ſhoulde nor count 
any man polluted, or vncleane, faith 
hee. 


Actes 10,28 


Texr, 
e All the wordes of this life, 
This doth ſubſcribe to the truth 
ofhim, whoe becing the lite itſelte, , ,_. as 
ſaide ſometimes, that There 4 n0t oe Mah, 
worde in the booke of God, but it hath 
hu Emphaſis, or powerfull effect vnto 
eternal! life, 
Therefore, as Saint Paule founde 
by his ovvne experience , that the Rom.1, 16 
wordes of the Goſpell tende all to 
theſauing of Faithfull beleeuers : ſo 
hee proteſteth ro the Church of E- 
pheſus, that hee kept notbacke anie 
partof the Counſell of GOD, that 
was fitte for theyr ſaluation, but de- As. 20:39 
liuered vnto them all that Counſell 
of G OD. Yetwe, whoarethe Gens 
tiles, muſtſaiclike 7eremyy prophet : 
B.2 Thy 
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lere. 15, 16 TÞy woras were found by mee,and Tdid 


Pſal 132. 6 


Marth-23 ,z 


eate them,and thy worde was unto mee 
the toy and retoicing of my hart. Oras 
Dauia laid: Loe wee heard of the ſame 
at Ephrata,and found it in the Woed. 

Vhen we come to Gods houſe, wee 
mult attende rather what is ſpoken, 
then who ſpeaketh, becauſe it were- | 
gard who teacheth, we ſhall oft hear 
the ſucceſſors of the Scribes & Pha- 
riftes, who onhe would ſay well : and 
bicauſe they holdin capzte ({c long as 
they teach thetruth)wee muſt heare 
them, and hold with them in that. Et 
parti fanendum eſt que rectum ſentit in 
veritate. \Ne mult leane to that (ide, 
whichrelieth vpon the truth : T here- 
fore ſaid Chrilt : 2uod arcunt facite, 
You muſt doe as they ſate, If you attend 
what they ſay,you thal find them like 
the Apoltles,for they ſpeak vnto you 
all the words of this life. And it1s not 
only the word of life, becauſe it 19 ipo 


ken as trom the Author of lite, or be- 
caulc 
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cauſe it renderh to etcrnall life , but 
(quia cred:tur)) becaule itis belecued, 
nd therefore ſaicth Paule : 1: zs the 
wer of God able to ſaue euery beleener 
And when Eſay ſaid, Lerd who belee- 
weth our preaching ? hee meant, that 
the want of beliete is want of lite. The 
wordes of the Goſpell arc allo called ; 
the words of lite, becauſe they treate jyhu r 4,5 
of leſus Chriſt, who is the life of life : 
for in him we liue, moue, & haue our Acics 41% 
being. And not only Peter ſaith : Nox 
e 5M inwiloalio,but Duic teſtatur om 
nes _—_ To him doe all the Pro- 
phers beare witneſle, 1hat through his 
name al that beleene in him,ſhal receime 
remi([1on of ſqwnes. The wordes of the 
Goſpell are called the wordes of litc 
alſo, becauſe the ſubiect of the goſpe| 


Rom, I, 16 


Elay 53,1 


Acts10, 43 


<s to beger ſoules to cuerlaſting hte. 


as our Sautour himſelte ſaieth , Theſe 
things were written that youmie ht be- 
leeue, andin belcening yee might hauc 
life through C hri/ts name, 

B 3, Text 


Ichn 20, 31 


Pzec-337 


IPecr.4,r! 
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Texr. 
So when they heard it, they entred in- 
to the temple early in the morning and 
taught. 

This ſequeleſheweth how faithful 
ly the Apoſtles did execute the An- 
gels commandement; Firſt they doe 

carc it, then they teach it : like thar 
rule of God to Ezechiel, Sonne of man 
thou ſhalt heare the word at my mouth, 
and thou ſhalt giue the people warning 
fromme. Orthatof S. Peter, If ame 

man miniſter, let him do it as of the a- 
bilztie that God mintitreth to him.For 


Math.13.52 Our ſauiour ſaith, Every Scribe learned 


in the kingdome of God, is like agood 
houſholder that bring eth ont of bu trea 


ſureghines both new andold. Thus the 


meanesaredirected to the ende, as 
Moſes recciued the lawe, todeliuer it 
to the people, Theeareto heare,and 
theeieto ſee, the Lorde hath made 


Prou, 20,12 them both ſaith the Wile man. Salo- 


»29tcacheth vs both the vic and the 
author 
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author of our ſenſes:by both y which 
heaffirmeth thatwe are gods factors 

ypon earth,and that the gitts of God 

are talents committed to vs, to trade 

them ouer in our lie, tothe honor of 
theright ownerof them, The Euan- | 
geliſt Luke ſaith,that when our Lord -k<4,76 
cameinto y ſynagogue of Nazareth, 
(according to his cultome) hee gaue 

them a ſermon: And ſo docth hee aic 

likewiſe of y Apoltles, that they were a 
viuallie conuerling inthe Temple, in "© 53 
the time of their liberric, and novve 
alſoafter their impriſonment, This is 
one great comfort tothe man of god, 
that howſocuer men may be bounde 
for the worde of God, yet the worde 
of Godit ſelfe is not bound. 

Andlet them further vnderſtande, 
thatas Gods judgments are compa- pg,zs.6 
redroagreat deep,ſo he wil notmake 
itknown vnto vs,why he ſufterech me 
toride ouer Our heads, but only thus 
far forth,that we may finde him moſt 

B.4 helpfpl 


p 4 Tim.2, 9 


Plal 37,25 


- of 
lohn 5,35 
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helpefull, when we feelc our ſelues to 
be molt helpleſle, and ſay like Dauid, 
Ineuer ſawe the righteous forſaken, 


And thereby learne,that bicauſe God 


1s mercifull,therefore he oughtto be | 


feared more then men, who atcfor 
che moſt part cruell, 

When it1s ſaid,that the Apoſtles En 
tred earlie into the temple and taught. 
This is ſpoken for the imirationof 
their ſucceſſors: tor euen as rhe ſun 


imparteth his light vntothe moone | 


. 


| 


and ſtarres,ſotheſe moouing candle- ' 
ſticks bee notput vndera buthell, but * 


ſetinan open place, roinlighten all 
that are in Gods houſe. According 
ds the ſcripture ſaith of S.Lohn, That 
hee wase burning and a ſhining light: 
meaning that he conſumed himſelte 
ro giue hghr ro other. In ſomeplace 
the miniſter earlic is vp, but the peo- 
ple neuer the nearer : yet theſe apo- 
ſtles enter betimes into the temple,8& 
doctcach. Icſus Chrilt is called = 

ay 
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day ſpring,or the breake of the daie. 4 
And fois his worde comparable to ,,,,. . 
theſtar that conducted the wiſe men x 
ynto him. The church wanted this Canc,3,r 
lghtin Salomons time, bur ſpecially 

inthe daics of Samuel, Miſerable is 152943, 7 
their ſtate wholiucin ignorance, for 
the blinde cateth many a flic, as the 
Phariſies are ſaide toſwallowe whole 
Camels. Wherfore we are very hap- 
py men, to whomethe grace of GOD , run ur 


23,24 


; | hath appeared. 


Text. e A ndtaurht. 

Bicauſe the word of God hath parted 

thewhole worlde into a vineyarde of 

worke,and a market place of Idlencs, wc. 3 

and God hath aſwell forbid loyrering 

commanded labouring: therefore » Theſ.3,t0 

hertaketh men from Idlenes,and ſcn- 

deth them to their occupation, to Math.20,7 

teach that they onely are worthic ot 

their calling which walke according 

tothe ſame : as Eſfay faide, The Lorade Ecay 50,4 

bath giuen me 4 tongue of the mr 
that 


2 Cor,s 


Mark.#,z1 
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that T ſhuld kno how to miniſter a word 


induc ſeaſon to him that is weary. And + 


as Paule commanded y he which wil 


drinke wine, ſhould help to plantthe | 
vine, and himthatliueth of the altar, | 


to miniſter atthe altar : and him that 
wileate the milke,to {cede the flock, 
I alledge not this,as though I thoght 
them to bee ignorant of this point of 
Diſcipline, ro whomit ſpecially per- 
taineth , but as knowing that 
which ſhoulde ſpeciallic remember 
it, doe chiefely forgerte it. 

There is one leflon in the ſcripture 
chat manic one in the miniſterie re- 
membreth one halfe of it, and for- 

etteth 'the other halte : and it vvas 
poken by our Sauiour to his Diſci- 
ples, immediatly after that he heard 
of the death of lohn the Bapriſt. The 
wordes are Come aſide, and reſte 4 
while.Euery one vpon the leaſt occa- 
ſion, very readily commeth apart fro 
labor toloiter, andis preſt to take ry 
Cit: 


ag” 
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reſt: but they either forget that it is 

' laid, Reſt awhile,or elſe think a whole 
yeares caſe to be buta while.Butthey 

| ſhouldreſtas Chriſt did, ſitting vpon 


s | Iacobs well: viz. vntillthey arerctre- 


T3 - 


lohn 4, 6 


ſhed, and then to iragame by Chriſts |, _ 


example: For my father worketh hi- 
therto and 1 worke, faith hee. Andby 
1gintheland of Harar : 
= | forhelaide aſtone vnder his head,in 


| Lcobsſleepi 


| ſeedofaſoftpillow,8&inynextmor g.,, .z ,, 


' ningwaspacking on toward Bethel: 
teaching men to meaſure their eaſc, 
* azwell as their paines. SoGodallo- 

-  wethintermiſiton, for hee will haue 


Inc after line, and preceptafter pre- xy .8, ro 


cept, but alloweth no Idleneſle: and 
therefore hee ſaide tothoſe loyterers 


in the market place : Why tarde yee yy. ,us 


idle > And therefore Paule calleth 


the Office ofa bſhop a good worke, r Tim.z,r 


nthat they taught the people. It ma. 
keth as much to our folkes condemn 
nation,as for their peoples commen- 


Math 12,43 


Luke 12 


Marth.6,19 


20 
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dation,cuen as Chriſt ſaicth y Sabae: 
comming to hear Salomons wiſdom 
ſhall condemn the Iewes inthe judg; 
ment daye. Our yauiour hath allo 
taught, what is the cauſe of ourſlow 
aſlemblies,when he tclleth that mens 


3+ hartsare only there,where their trea- 


ſureis. Buryer cucn in pollicic, wee 
know that wiſe marchants wil traffike 
into diuers countries, yea and ſende 
their chiefeſt wares into rhoſe partes 
where there1s like to be longeſt peace 


and ſafeſt trauaile :Vhy then ſhould | 


| 


not the ſpiritual] marchantlaye vppe | 


treaſure in heauen, where 1s all good 
hope of endles happines, ſeeing the 
ſcripture ſaith (and therctore y trueth 
faierh) that there theeues cannot break 
through and ſteale & by ſtealing make 
vs bankerout of cucrlaſting Nefſed 
nes? Text. 

T hen the chiefe prieſt came, & the) 
that were with him, and called the cow 
celltogether , and all the Elders of the 
| chilaren 


4] 
mn 


o | 
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| children of Iſrael, and ſent to the pri- 
ſon to cauſe them to be brought, 


Ifwee regardthe outward perſons 
inthis aſſemble, it may ſeeme thatir 
was very lawtul:butit we conſider the 
conditio of their comming togither, 
we (hall finde it moſt vngodlie: for it 
i5aconsti mation of king Dauids pro 
pheſte, vvhoſaide that mightiemen prm.z,s 
ſhould aſſemble themfclues againſte 
the Lord,and his ied ach is 
his Chriſt. The ſcripture giuerh in- 


+ ſtance of diuers aſſemblies, whereof 
| ſomehaue come together for good 


endes, and ſome haue muſtered for 
bad intents. T he godly aſſemblies are 
expreſſed in that of Cornelius and ac, r0.33 
Is companye , and in that cloude 

of witneſles, the apoſtles afſemble at Acts 2+ x 
lerulalem,beinga manner with one 
accord,in one place, Vnhallowed al- 
ſemblies,are ſuch as thoſe iny booke 

of Numbers, when Korah Leaxiesſon, 
conſpired with Dathanand Abiram,Num.16,! 
the 
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the ſonnes of Z/;ab,againſt Moſesand | 


Nunb,14,, Aaron. And when the whole congre 


Joſua re 


Plal.s8,r 


Teſuzh re kinges hadde foyled Ioſuah, and the | 


ation of Ifſraell aſſembled againſt 
theſetiwo atanother time. Fiue kings 


againſte Capraine Ioſuah, and theſe | 
counſellers at Ieruſalem againſt the ' 


men of God. Then our of this place 


wee are aduertiſed, howe little hope | 


there is of concluding any good, whe 
the aſſemblic hath ncither teare nor 
knowledge of God. Foras mennein 


chietfeſt ſears do commit the chieteit | 


finnes, ſo may wee thinke that Com 
monwealth to bee in the afternoone 
of her age, viz. in a declining ſtate 
where iudgementis commirted vnto 
ſuch, as ſhould rather bee irdged. It 
15neither heerenor there, vyhoe are 
aſſembled, except their mindes are 
ſerre righreouſneſſe, to iudge 
the thinge that is equall. The py 
nefle of the aſſemblie prooucth not 
the goodneſle of it, for then the hue 


Councel 


| ſhoweroftheSaints bloud els, which 
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Councellof Ieruſalem muſte needes 


| haueſwallovved vppe theſe fillie A- 


poſtles. Buritis true, that thorough 
Gods permiſſion, the mightie often 
times ſurpriſe the meaner fort: and 


| tharmadethePhiloſopher laughein 
| his{leeue, roſce great thecues leade 


little theeues to priſon. Chriſt muſte 


' becrucifiedto the vvorlds end, eucn | 
' ascartesare preſſed with ſheaues ſo ©9513 


long as there is any harueſt. Askethe 


an with the bloud of « bell, and Mar.23, 35 


' helde on tothe bloud of Zacharias the 


ſonne of Barachias . Aske the riuer 

of bloud,which the enemies of Gods 

truth haue ſhedin watre. And aske 

the vvorde of trueth, howe muchin- ,,,., 
nocent bloud hypocriſie hath broa- ** 
ched, and it will aunſwere you like 

Saule; 7 perſecuted this way unto the ac; 11. 
death, exc. Howbeit , whenſocuer 
(thorough GODS grace) we change 


; our nature, hee allo vouchſaterh vs 


4 
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a new name, as hedid turne Sazle in. 
to Paule, Abram into Abraham, & 
Jacobinto Ifracll. But that which is 
here ſaid, That the chiefe prieſt came 

$ ard they that were with him,giueth vs 
va we come in companie 
with euill aſſociates, like Peter vvith 

Luke 22,55 the high prieſts ſeruants. Burt ſpecial 
lie that we conſentnot to theireuils, 
as acceſſaries thereto.,as Saule did to 

mo _ , Stephens death,and 1udastothattrea 

'  ſonagainſt Chriſts perſon, and He- 

Luke 23, 12 70d with Pate to hisarraignment. If 
we hauc intent todoe it, it is euenas 
bad as if we had doneit. Chriſt fayth, 
that whoeſo luſteth afrer a woman 
hath ſinned in his hart- And heecal- 

| Tohn8,44 Jeth the Phariſies murderers, when 

they only intended his death (& had 
not crucified him) becauſe although 
their power coulde not performehis 
death aſſooneas they would,yet their 
will was not wanting: and foare all 
thcy noleſſe guiltic of cuill, who wil- 


lingly 


v 


; 
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lnglie giue conſent to it, although 
act itnotintheirowne perſons. 
en olde Iacob bleſſed his ſonnes 
heſaide of Simeon & Lene: 7nto their 
counſel come not my ſoule, Paule caſt 
notone ſtone at Srephey : bur yerin 

conſenting to his death, he ſinned as 
| precuoully. _Lhab ſtoned not Na- 
th, but yet hee conſentedthereto, 
and ſcaled the proclamation of his 
death,which was as bad. So rhe car- 
penters made the Croſſe, the Ievves 
recciued ir, Si0x bare it, but Chriſt 
was crucified vppon- it, and ſo they 
made anend of him,and them, Aaz- 
uw magni malis, ſunt obnoxit great 
men do offend in great marters. [her 


Gen.49,6 
Acts,8,r 


fore be wiſe O Kinees, and/earned yee p,11,.10 


iudges of the earth,ſaith the wiſe kings 
father, God refuſeth zeale without 
knovvledge, al your good intents are 
but as blinde men,that will venter to 


goe without a guide. If you ſet good Rom.to,z 


meaning before knowledge; youlet 


Luke 23, 31 


Gen.3,1 
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the blindeto lead the ſeeing, or the 
cart to dravv the horſe. Theſe magi- 
ſtrates conſult againe and againe, a- 
gainſtthe meſſengers of GOD, tor 
wickedneslabourerh the downfall of 
goodnefle, as the levves hacked at 
the greenetree. The ſcriptureauou- 
cheth, that a mannes death may bee 
ſoughtſixe waies. Firſt by deceiuing 
him in a caſe concerning his life, as 


the diuel did Adam .Secondly,by of- | 


fering violenceto himſelfe, as Sault 


and 1sdas did. Thirdly, by yy | 


nouriſhment,to hold life and ſouleto 


gether, as therich man did to Lazs- | 


715. 4.By forbearing to comfort the 
weake, as the Leuite did not regarde 
the wounded Samaritane. 5. By com 


manding,as 7eſabe/to put IN abothto | 


death for his Vineyard. And laſtly, by | 


Siuing counſell,as Herodzas daughter 
cing aduiſed by her morher,begeged 
Iohn the Baptiltes head: and as the 


high prieſt and Saduces helda coun- | 


cell 


% 


' ftisdangerous todealewith hre: Yet 
| theſemagiſtrates muſter rogither, as 
| tothe putring out of a daungerous 
| fire:andareas much noudle 


; ofChriſtes kingdome and all Ieruſa- 


' ForſoChriſtſaith:I am come to ſet Luke 12,49 
| fireontheearth, and what is my de- 

| fire, buttharir ſhould burne. As the 

| emprieſt veſſels make the loudeſtlum 


oF vw wap oy ww WW ae CTY CTY ©» WOy a oo US © 


> 


of Gods Angell, 


cell againſt che Apoſtles. The pro- 

verbe {aierh, char the fierceſt lighte- 

nings do beat vpon the loftieſt row- 

ers. And the author to the Hebrues, 

That God maketh his Angels ſpirites : feb.t,7 
2sis prooued by the ſpirituall deliue- **** 1"# 
rance oftheſe men ot god, by the an- 

gel of God. And further, that God 


maketh his miniſters a _— of fire, and 


nre- 
ſiſting the truth,as Herod was to hear Maha 
lem with him, Wel,they were decei- 
ued : for this fire is none other bur 
thatwhich was figured inthe Leuiti- x.1;,.6 x; 
callaw,and mul} burne vaquenched. 


bring, ſothe moſt irrehgious are c- 
ner 
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uer moſt officious : butas it is errour 
ro afhrme an vntruth, and hereſfie to 
vpholdit: ſo is it cruelty ro imp:iſon 
without iuſt cauſe, and tyrannie to 
proſecute that ſute: and as Thornes 
were the matter whereof Chriſtes 
crowne was platted , fo affliction is 


Math: 3:29 the crowne wherevvith our mother | 


the church honoreth vs her children, 
Spina Chriſti corona noſtrs, Chriltes 


Canr,3.,11 . 
IM". thorneis our Crowne. 


Text. CAndſent to the priſon, to | 


cauſe them to be brought, &c. 

The voice which ſtroke Saule to, 

Acts.9, 3,r the ground, came notvnrill hee vvas 

neere to Damaſcus, where hee meant 

to make hauocke of the church. And 

verſeg,s | the wordes were, Saule, Saule, whit 

perſecuteſt thoume,ef+c. Firlt ro f1gni- 

fie,thatthere is no more honourable 

victorie,then to vanquiſh when men 

arc inthe very pitch of their purpoſe: 

and ſecondly, to ſignific how bootles 
that battaile is,that is waged __ 
od. 
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! God. Luid me perſequeris? Why per 


{ecuteſt chou me ? Is as much as God 
had ſaide: That there is no reaſon to 


! beangry with Godthe author of our 


good. 1t is hardfor thee to kick againſt 
the prickes: 1gnifteth,the meeretollie 
of\uch, as enterpriſe ſo booteleſle at- 
tempts,as doe hurt themſelues more 
then harme them whom they reſiſt. 
For he that kicketh againſt a pricke, 
hurteth himſelte, and not the goade: 
Lice the mad man thatdid cut him- 
ſelte with flintes. Vhile Pharaopur- 


| ſuerh Iſrael, he periſheth. & £Cb/olor 


hunting after his father,is hanged vp 25am. :8,y 
inanOake. ©4747 hoalt labouring 

to get El;/hathe prophet, are led into 

Samaris by Eli/hs himicltc, where (of * Reg. 6 
althe places af the world)they would 
not be. Thereis no conſulting againlt 
God, ſaiththe vvile-man, for he ouer- 
commeth the wiſe in his awne witte. 
Therefore ſaith Salomon, He that dig- p,,.; ., 


Ve 


Prou 3 1,36 


geth apit ſhal fall therein, 


2Eſd.r4,16 


' Suſan.sz 


Gen.19,33 
Maca-6,34 


Acrs 14, 3 
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Weeſee,thatit is true that Fares 


hath ſaid, That the world will increaſe ' 


in euil as it eroweth in age. Like the 
Tudge to whom Dartel laid : So thou 
that art olde in euil. The councell had 
firſt impriſoned theſe Apoſtles, and 


then they proceede to iudge them, | 


thatthey may growe from one wic- 
kednesinto another. Like Antiochas 


Elephants, that at the ſight of bloud | 
were mooued to ſeeke bloud: Oras | 


Herod, who ſeeing that the death of 
Tames delighted the Iewes , procee- 
dedto ſerue Peter foto : Or like the 
Foxes, which for deſire of bloud, kill 
morecarcaſes then they can deuour. 
The ſcripture mentionerh three He- 
rods,and they were al murderers. For 


; 


the firſt killed the infantes atthe birth | 


of Chriſt, the ſecond {in his cups) 
beheaded Iohn the Bapriſt, and the 
third (to curry fauour with the Iewes) 
flue Iames with the ſword, and inten- 


ded thedeath of Peter to, ou 
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did preuent him therein, ashee did 
\ ' theſcintheirpurpoſe. There beetoo 
 _ manyſuch Hereds,who hadderather 
|; lealure men by committingeuil,cthE 
| | pleaſe Godbydoing good, 
| |  Ifſpeake itnortodeclaime againſt 
/ | impicty, forthat (Ifeare) wereboor- 
- | leſle, buttoreclaimealtopitty. God 
F | py not bee fruitleſſe. Vee 
* hauemany demonſtrations of Gods 
ſnaky paceto reuenge,vvho ſuffereth 
f: his owneto be (as Dauid faicth)ewill 
intreated of Tyrantes, and yety God 
e | thatthrew downe the Angels when 
I * oy abuſed their good ſtare, as ſaint Iude6 
q. | Juaewitneſſeth, is patientwith men, 
» | whetting his ſwordas threatning to 
x | ſtrike vs, and bending his bow, asin- P47 
h | tending to ſhoote art vs with a very 
) | ſwiftarrow, ſo that weſhalbe woun- 
e | ded,ifwe returne notintime.He ſee- 
5 eth Sale while hee is not contented 
| to perſecuteat Ieruſalem,bur procee 
d | deth to Damaſcus too. This, I =, 


Acrs.9.1 
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God ſeeth,& yer he ſuffereth ir.Bux! 
the ſcripture ſaith of Sawle,firſty Sex 
wawit veſtes,heheld their clothes wh 
were the tormentors, meaning th 
hee wouldeplaye mall game, 
chenwanta partin ſuch actions, $ 
condlie, that hee conſented to Ste 
uens death : ſignifying, that then het 
came to ſinne in a ſecond degrees 
ainſtthe Saintes : and thirdhe, rha 
be made hauocke of the Church 
God. Thus ſhewing how hee ſinne 
%*  bydegrees.Sowhen God calledhin 


Luke 19,5 he felldowne in haſt, as Jachens poi 
ſted downe from the wild Figge tree 
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